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During this month, we have spent considerable 
time working on our neighborhood landscape. 
We hope you have noticed the new mulch at 
the Diamante Boulevard entrance, as well as on 
both Poema Lane and Maderas Drive. In addition, 
Diamante Boulevard was weeded and cleaned 
up. To learn the details, take a minute to visit the 
Maintenance article on pages 3 and 4 in this month’s 
newsletter!
     I would like to tout Diamante’s new menu. 
Recently, Suki and I had a wonderful dinner at the 
Club. The staff has really upped their game. If you 
haven’t enjoyed dining at Diamante in a while, 
consider giving the Club your business.
     Heidi, our Neighborhood Crime Watch committee 
chair, could really use your help. Her pleas for Block 
Captains have largely gone unheeded. Being a Block 
Captain is not a difficult nor time-consuming job. 

Dear Neighbors!

Continued on page 2
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Dear Neighbors! continued from page 1

Being able to advertise an active Neighborhood Crime Watch program will help to 
further promote our Diamante community.
    Again, I hate to sound like a broken record, but our country doesn’t seem to 
be making much progress in its efforts to contain the coronavirus. Many of the 
people we all know are traveling and/or having friends and family members visit. 
Remember...both masks and social distancing remain two paramount safety 
guidelines. u                                                         —Tom Ellers, DPOA President

The DPOA News & Events newsletter is published  
monthly for active members of the Diamante Property Owners 

Association. If you have questions, need information, or would like to  
submit an article of interest, please contact your editor,  

Dana Peick, or one of your DPOA Board Members.

Although the Calico Pumpkin 
Fundraiser sale had to be canceled 

for 2020, we are accepting 
donations to be used next year.  
We have rented a larger storage 

unit and now have room for all of 
your unwanted “stuff.” 

Thanks to Glenda and Fred  
Bean for starting us off with the 
                        first donation. u

                                —Heidi Hilbert
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Continued on page 4

Danny inspects the fine 
work accomplished at 
the Diamante entrance 
at Maderas Drive. 

Neil Phelan cleans and 
trims the Diamante  
entrance at Maderas Dr. 

Greg Frank and Brian Schaeffer 
carefully trim the Diamante 
entrance at Maderas Drive. 
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“Although we looked at several houses in and out  
of the Diamante neighborhood, we really liked the Club.  

Everyone was so friendly and welcoming, so we decided Diamante  
would be our next home.”

Yes...we considered other communities, but we 
liked the general feeling of Hot Springs Village. 
When we lived in a Fort Myers golf community, 
we liked the fact that everyone was from 
somewhere else but all came together like 
one big family. Hot Springs Village offered 
the same welcoming atmosphere. 

We already had friends in the Village and 
had been visiting them for 7 years before 
our move. We both love to play golf, and I 
enjoy sewing, quilting, and knitting, among 
other relaxing activities. Our friends and 
family who have visited us love it here and 

think we found a wonderful place to live. u
—Debra Short

Al is originally from Iowa, and I am from 
Kansas. We met in 1993 when both of us were 
employed at the GE Aviation plant in Arkansas 
City, Kansas. We were married in 1995 and 
have two sons and five grandchildren who all 
still live in the state of Kansas.

Al had a 36-year career in aviation. At 
GE Aviation, he specialized in commercial 
jet engines. Al’s career entailed a lot of 
international travel and a number of moves 
around the United States. For 12 years after 
working at GE Aviation, we managed our own 
business, which supplied and/or repaired jet 
engines and engine parts around the world. I 
spent most of my working career working  
in the Payroll and Human Resources Depart-
ments as an Administrative Assistant. When  
we had our own business, I provided  
all the bookkeeping and office work. 

In December of 2012, we sold the  
business and decided it was time to  
retire and start enjoying ourselves.  
We wanted to be able to spend more  
time with our family.

In 2017, we moved to Fort Myers,  
Florida, and intended this community  
to be our retirement home. However,  
after a couple of years, we decided  
it was too far from our family and  
decided to move closer to Kansas.  



&DPOA News  Events   Page 6u

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic  
for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
The Pledge should be respected by standing at attention and facing the flag with the 

right hand over the heart. When not in uniform, persons should remove any headdress 
with their right hand and hold it at their left shoulder with their hand over their heart. 

Previous to the first Flag Day on June 14, 1923, 
there were no federal or state regulations that 
governed the display of the United States flag. It 
was on this date that the National Flag Code was 
adopted by the National Flag Conference. This 
conference was attended by 66 national groups, 
as well as representatives from both the Army 
and Navy. The regulations that were adopted by 
all of the attending organizations were based on 
the Army and Navy procedures relating to the 
display of the United States flag.

A few minor changes were made a year later 
during the 1924 National Flag Conference, but 
it was not until June 22, 1942, that Congress 
passed a joint resolution that was amended 
on December 22, 1942. The exact rules for 
the use and display of the United States flag 
and associated sections stipulated the conduct 
during the playing of the National Anthem and 
the Pledge of Allegiance. This United States 
Flag Code is the guide for governing the display 
of the “Stars and Stripes.” It does not impose 
penalties for the misuse of the United States 
flag. Imposing penalties is left to the states and 
to the federal government for the District of 
Columbia. Each state has its own flag law.

Before 1989, criminal penalties for certain 
acts of desecration to the flag were contained 
in the United States Flag Code. However, the 
Supreme Court decision in Texas vs Johnson 
on June 21, 1989, held that the statute was 
unconstitutional. On October 28, 1989, this 
statute was amended when the Flag Protection 
Act of 1989 imposed a fine and/or up to 1 year 
in prison for knowingly mutilating, defacing, 
physically defiling, maintaining the flag on the 
floor, or trampling upon any flag of the United 
States. On June 11, 1990, the Flag Protection 
Act of 1989 was struck down by the Supreme 
Court decision in United States vs Eichman.

Although the United States Flag Code empowers 
the President of the United States to alter, modify, 
repeal, or prescribe additional rules regarding 
the flag, no federal agency has the authority 
to issue “official” and legal-binding rulings on 
civilians or civilian groups. Consequently, different 
interpretations of various provisions of the United 
States Flag Code may continue to be made. For 
example, the following guideline in the Flag Code 
may be fairly tested: “No disrespect should be 
shown to the flag of the United States of America.”  u

  —Dennis Riordan
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On June 24th of this year, Diamante Golf and Country Club 
reached its 25th anniversary. For the past 25 years, Diamante 
has offered its championship 18-hole private golf course to its 
members living in the largest gated community in the United States 
and their guests. In recognition of this momentous date, the DPOA 
newsletter, DPOA News & Events, plans to feature this “Did 
You Know?” article in future issues and will share interesting and 
somewhat unknown facts about our Diamante Golf and Country 
Club and the surrounding Diamante neighborhoods. Happy reading!

1 The construction time to complete Diamante’s hole #11 took 
a total of 8 months—February to September of 1994.

2 In September of 1994, holes #8 and #9 were the last holes 
to be completed by the construction crew.

3 On Diamante’s Opening Day, June 24, 1995, the Club 
membership included 177 full privilege members and 28 
social members.

4 After the Opening Day’s ribbon-cutting ceremony at 7:15 AM,  
213 people played the golf course, and approximately 
350 people from all over the United States attended the 
festivities. For the evening reception, the chef and staff 
prepared over 50 varieties of food and desserts. Flowers and 
ice sculptures decorated the club dining room.

5 The height of the Bermuda rough was almost 2 inches on 
Opening Day, but it was cut to 11/4 inches by the end of July.

6 Cliff and Pat Caldwell won Diamante’s Inaugural Couples 
tournament held on July 30, 1995. Cliff Caldwell built six 
homes in the Diamante neighborhood, and three of the 
homes are on hole #3.

7 Diamante’s first hole-in-one was scored by Norma Franklin on 
August 23, 1995, on hole #16. Norma  
used her seven wood for the 115-yard  
shot that was witnessed by her  
husband, Bobby. u 

                                    —Jeanne Godbold
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As previously reported in the June issue 
of the DPOA Newsletter, DPOA News & 
Events, the Membership Committee has 
been working on a Quick Reference Guide 
(QRG). This guide has been designed 
to provide direction, access, and each 
responsible contact in an effort to answer 
the “how to” questions to help ensure that 
both established and new members enjoy 
the ultimate membership experience. 
In addition, links to Club-related 
organizations and activities are 
provided. For easy reference, the QRG 
will be included in the new member 
welcome packets, and it is already 
available online in the Members Only 
section on the Diamante website. 

Although we hope to answer a 
majority of the questions asked by 
both new and established members, 
the QRG is not intended to be all 
inclusive. We encourage you to 
visit the list of contacts provided 
within each category for additional 
information or to take a deeper dive by 
asking the responsible contact person 
for information into relevant topics. 

This Quick Reference Guide 
is designed to provide the utmost 
convenience for both members 
and their guests. It will encourage 
members to visit the Members Only 
site to enter a golf score, book a tee 
time, join a golf-related organization, 

or simply to learn what is new. The Members 
Only site offers a wealth of information and 
is frequently updated. 

This Guide has been designed as a 
Diamante living document, and any 
modifications or additions should be sent to 
Terri Socha at tsocha@diamantecc.com. 

We hope that you use and enjoy reading 
the QRG! u                                 —Jen Stout


