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As the DPOA Board of Directors move forward with
several projects, such as a plan for our Fall fundraiser event,
the purchase of new patio furniture, summer-time mowing,
and repairs to lighting at the primary Diamante entrance,

[ begin to think about what moving forward really means.

I thought about moving forward with projects, moving
forward with repairs, and moving forward with community
involvement. Then I realized that the most important duty
that we all have, as supporting members of the DPOA, is
moving forward for one another.

Whether we are trying to respond to a particular need that
some homeowners have or to welcome new residents to our
great neighborhood or celebrate long-term members of our
Country Club, we move forward each day. Each of us needs
to be aware that moving forward means taking into account
what each of us can do to ensure that this community
keeps growing. I am confident that each of the DPOA board
members are aware of this important priority. We give our
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time and efforts to ensure that our neighborhood looks
good and supports the individuals who live here.

I encourage each of you to think about what moving
forward means to you. We welcome our new neighbors,
celebrate our long-term Club members, help one
another, maintain our great facilities, appreciate the staff
members of our Diamante Members Club, and always
promote the Diamante neighborhood to others. I consider
the members and residents of Diamante as my family,
and I, as well as every supporter, we will always do what
we can to keep our family moving forward.

As always, LET'S KEEP MOVING FORWARD! ¢

—Donna Fleharty, DPOA President
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After a sabbatical of 10 years, Joe
Stafford is once again starring as
Garth Warbler in Diamante’s upcoming
movie, “Garth Warbler—10 Years
Later.” Currently, this original movie
is in production and scheduled for
November 10, 11, and 18.

The Diamond Room will be trans-
formed into a concession stand and
bar. Attendees will be able to buy
movie-theatre concessions and drinks
before watching the movie at 7:30 in
the main dining room. The Club will
notify members when reservations
will be taken. Since this production
may be the last Diamante feature
movie produced by its Executive
Producer, Faith Heinrichs, she is

trying hard to make it her best. Save your
preferred date on your personal calendar NOW!
Consistent with the first Garth Warbler movie,
this sequel will feature Diamante members as
country music stars. Before you attend the
movie, though, see if you can recognize some
of these interesting and “trashy-looking” women

on the following page...good luck! ¢
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As the only member-owned private country
club in Hot Springs Village, Diamante Country
Club is the top choice for all the amenities one
would expect from a premier private country club.
“Diamante’s award-winning golf course is one of nine
golf courses in the Village, and its unique course
design truly offers something for every golfer,” said
Shane Newton, the club’s PGA General Manager.
“The golf course provides an excellent playing
experience with our zoysia fairways, bentgrass
greens, and pristine white sand in the ‘Better Billy
Bunkers’.” Diamante appeals to golfers of all abilities
with seven sets of tees from 4,562 yards to one of
the longest courses in Arkansas at 7,457 yards.” He
added, “Diamante continues to earn its status of
one of the top-rated courses in the state.”
Additional golf amenities include golf practice
faculties that feature a driving range with elevated
tees overlooking the Ouachita Mountains, a large
chipping green with practice bunkers, and an
expansive putting green. Other amenities available
to club members and their guests include newly
renovated clay tennis courts, a newly
renovated outdoor swimming pool,
a well-equipped golf shop, and a
beautifully appointed clubhouse.
“We offer several dining options with
our bar and grill, main dining room,

The above article is reprinted with permission from the July 2022 issue of Stroll the Lakeside Area magazine.
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and private dining rooms. We recently added
outdoor dining options on our new patio behind the
clubhouse that has become a member favorite,”
Shane said.
Terri Socha, the club’s Membership Director,
has been with the club for over 12 years. She
explains the club’s name,”Diamante is Spanish for
‘diamond,” which is certainly an appropriate name
for this country club as being the crown jewel of the
Ouachita Mountains with all it has to offer.” Diamante
offers several membership opportunities ranging
from the use of the clubhouse, tennis courts, and
swimming pool to full golf memberships, including
corporate and even nonresident options. The
club’s offerings are only for the members of the
club and their guests. However, Diamante also
offers event planning and welcomes select outside
events to those looking for the perfect venue for
special events, such as weddings, golf outings, and
business meetings, just to name a few.
In closing, Shane said, “Hot Springs Village is the
largest gated community in the United States with
26,000 acres. The opportunity to be
a member of a private club inside a
gated community is a whole different
level of exclusivity. This truly is a
premier club and, without a doubt, it’s
the best in our area.” ¢
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On October 16th, we will welcome the 15th
annual UALR Women’s Golf Classic to Diamante and
recognize the talented young women athletes who are
the future of women'’s golf. We have the roster filled for
2022, and this roster includes eight new teams. The
2022 tournament schedule has been modified and is
shortened by a day. Teams will have a practice round
on Sunday, October 16th, play 36 holes on Monday,
October 17th, and play the final round on Tuesday
morning, October 18th.

During the next 3 months, we will introduce you to
the teams for 2022, and we are soliciting housing for
the teams. This tournament is one of the few women’s
tournaments that provide host housing, and we are
known for our hospitality and warm reception. Host
housing is not restricted to Diamante residents...we have
hosts all over the East end of the Village and welcome
anyone who would like to participate. In September, we
will provide more information about the tournament and
how you can participate.

New 2022 Teams
The eight new teams are the following;:
4 Arkansas Tech University (Russellville, Arkansas)
4 Belmont University (Nashville, Tennessee)
4 Idaho State University (Pocatello, Idaho)
9 Tarleton State University (Stephenville, Texas)
¢ Texas A&M University—Commerce (Commerce, Texas)
4 Troy University (Troy, Alabama)
¢ University of Southern Illinois (Carbondale, Illinois)
¢ University of Southern Indiana (Evansville, Indiana)

If you are an alumnus of any of these schools, then get
ready to show your team spirit during the tournament!
Let us know if you can assist by volunteering to offer host
housing, which consists of sleeping accommodations
and providing a light breakfast. Hosting is a wonderful
experience with very little “hosting” required. Most of the
athletes’ time is spent on the golf course, recovering from
play, and completing studies...they are still students with
courses to manage! We look forward to hearing from you. ¢

—Glenda and Fred Bean

Glenda Bean—E-mail address: gpbean@suddenlink.net; Telephone: (501) 626-2573

Fred Bean—E-mail address: fbean@suddenlink.net; Telephone: (501) 681-0243
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Michael and Brenda recently moved into
their new home at 7 Granada Trace, which is
located on Diamante’s hole #2 about halfway
down the fairway. They rented in the Village while
their custom-built home was under construction.
Although it is still a work-in-progress on a few
fronts, Michael and Brenda are delighted to be in
their new home and look forward to participating
in the entire Diamante experience.

Michael and Brenda met while Brenda attended
Marshall University in Huntington, West Virginia,
and Michael was working at the Columbia Gas
System. Brenda worked part-time at Columbia
Gas, and Michael was a Production Engineer in
the company’s oil and dgas division. They were
married in Huntington, West Virginia, and just
celebrated 42 years of marriage.

Michael and Brenda have also lived and worked
in New York and Texas. They resided in Austin for
5 years where Michael pursued his MBA and PhD
degrees at the University of Texas—-Austin School
of Business. When Michael finished his graduate
degrees, the family made their home in Colorado.
Michael was a Professor of Business at the
Colorado School of Mines in Golden, Colorado.
As a consultant in risk management to the oil and
gas industry, he traveled to over 30 countries.
Brenda consulted and worked part-time in the
field of speech pathology in Arvada, Colorado.

For almost 30 years, Colorado was their
home where the great outdoors was a huge
part of their lives. They hiked, flyfished, and
added skiing and horseback riding to their
outdoor hobbies. Although Michael continues
to do a little consulting for the oil and gas
industry...”but not so much that it interferes

with our fun,” both Michael and Brenda have
retired. Their daughter, Caitlin, with her husband,
Austin, and their daughter, Grey, live in Homer,
Alaska. She is Executive Director of Institutional
Advancement for a native American college.
Their son, Mike, lives in Houston where he is a
Senior Trading Analyst for Marathon Oil.

Both Brenda and Michael enjoy traveling and just
being outdoors. Michael is the golfer in the family,
although a bit of a late starter, and he also enjoys
hiking and kayaking along with Brenda, who enjoys
swimming, pickleball, and is an avid reader who is
always in search of an eclectic book club.

Michael and Brenda visited Hot Springs Village
after a golf buddy of Michael’s recommended it.
Although somewhat surprised that Arkansas might
be on a list of their life’s next adventures, “...we

were immediately at
home here and very
excited to start
living our best life.” ¢

“Our transition from Colorado to Diamante was made much
easier by all of the friendly people who we have met in the

Village. We are excited to get to know all of our Diamante
neighbors and to build some lifelong relationships.”




Kat was born and raised in British
Columbia, Canada. She moved to

Colorado in 1999 where she met her
husband. They have a daughter and

two beautiful granddaughters. Kat’s

work experience began in the Canadian
Northwest Territories working at a hos-

pital Admitting and Emergency desk.

When she moved back to British

Columbia, she worked at a police department
and then a high school. After her move

to Colorado, she worked with a missionary
ordganization and traveled to many countries—
Israel, Cyprus, Jordan, Colombia, Thailand,
and Australia. While in these countries, Kat
cuddled babies in orphanages,

shoveled rock, fed the needy, and

worked with Kids in the slums. Once

married, she worked in Property

Homeownership comes with a variety of costs,
but do not worry—these expenses do not have
to break the bank. If you want to cut the costs
of homeownership, consider trying the following
five approaches. You may even make your
home safer and less prone to damage.

1. Homeowners Insurance: To reduce your
insurance premiums, bundle your home and
automobile policies, upgrade older systems
in your home, and/or add safety devices
such as burglar alarms, as well as smoke-
and carbon-monoxide detectors.

Utilities: To reduce your monthly utility bills,
invest in Energy Star—certified appliances,
and consider getting a smart thermostat. In
addition, seasonal weatherproofing, updating
your windows, adding more insulation, and
installing LED lighting may also reduce your
utility bills.

N

in
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Management with her husband and
then worked at an all-inclusive day
care center for seniors.

After she and her husband
visited friends who lived in Hot
Springs Village, they fell in love with
everything they saw. Four days later,
they purchased a home on Lake
Pineda and happily moved here

December. In April, Kat was thankful to

be hired as the Administrative Assistant at
Diamante. You will hear her cheery voice on
the telephone, and she will greet you with a
smile. She loves helping each

member anyway she can. ¢

3.

Taxes: If your property taxes increase, you can
challenge the increase with your local appraisal
board. You may also be able to file for a home-
stead exemption (https://otbd.it/jyQujdfl) for
your primary residence, which places a cap
on how much your taxes can increase.
Repairs: Because contractor costs and the
prices of building materials are still rising,
shop around for the parts that you need and
consider completing any project for which
you are qualified on your own, rather than
outsourcing. You can also shop secondhand
for supplies at a lower cost.
Mortgage: Refinancing for a lower rate could
lower your monthly mortgage payment. Even
if you refinance to a shorter term, which
typically raises your monthly payment, your
long-term interest costs will be reduced. ¢
—Heidi Hilbert




Betsy Ross is famous for being known
for sewing the first American flag. How-
ever, is the account of her contribution to
the American Revolution simply a legend?
William J. Canby, the grandson of
Betsy Ross, often recounted a visit that
Ross received from three members of
the Continental Congress in late May or
early June of 1776: (1) General George
Washington, a financier of the Revolutionary
War; (2) Robert Morris, an owner of vast
amounts of land and perhaps the wealthiest
citizen in the colonies; and (3) Colonel
George Ross, a signer of the Declaration
of Independence and the uncle of her
deceased husband. Allegedly, during this
meeting, Betsy Ross was presented with a
sketch of a flag that featured 13 red and
white stripes and 13 six-pointed stars, and
she was asked whether she would create
a flag to match the proposed design. Ross
agreed, but she suggested a couple of
changes, including arranging the stars in a
circle and reducing the points on each star
from six to five. The following year, on June
14, 1777, Congress officially adopted the
“Stars and Stripes” as the national flag.
Canby’s claim was published in Harper’s
New Monthly Magazine in 1873 and
soon became part of the United States
history curriculum taught to millions of
elementary-aged school children every year.
Although it is believed that Colonel George
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Ross recommended Betsy Ross for the job,
no official documentation confirms that she
was responsible for creating the very first
flag. However, a receipt for the sum of more
than 14 pounds was paid to her on May 29,
1777, by the Pennsylvania State Navy Board
for making “ships colors.”

Some historians attribute the design of the
first flag to Francis Hopkinson, a New Jersey
delegate to the Continental Congress. As a
signer of the Declaration of Independence,
Hopkinson also played a role in designing
seals for various departments within the
United States government. In 1780, when
Hopkinson sought payment from the Board
of Admiralty for his design of the “flag of
the United States of America,” his petition
for payment was denied.

When the American Revolution broke out
in 1775, the colonists had not yet united
under a single flag. According to Marc
Leepson, the author of Flag: An American
Biography, the soldiers primarily fought
under unit or regimental flags. Mike Buss,
a flag expert with The American Legion
veterans’ organization, is quoted as saying,
“There wasn’t anything that was stars and
stripes, red, white, and blue.”

In June of 1775, the Second Continental
Congress met in Philadelphia and created
the Continental Army. Some historians
claim that George Washington, the army’s
Commander-in-Chief, ordered that a flag

Continued on page 11
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Historical Facts: Beyond the Myth of the American Flag—contd

called the “Continental Colors” be raised
the following New Year’s Day during a
siege of British-occupied Boston. However,
David Martucci, the past President of the
North American Vexillological Association,
the world’s largest group dedicated to the
study of flags, believes Washington more
likely raised the British Union Jack.

According to Martucci, the “Continental
Colors” flag, with its 13 alternating red and
white stripes and a Union Jack in the upper
left-hand corner, was only used by the Navy
and perhaps at military bases. Leepson
reported that Washington soon realized that
flying a flag that resembled the flag of the
enemy was probably not a good idea.

On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental
Congress passed a resolution stating that
“the flag of the United States be 13 stripes,
alternate red and white” and that “the
union is 13 stars, white in a blue field,
representing a new constellation.”

To this day, no one knows who designed
the flag or why that particular color
combination and pattern were chosen.
Although legend holds that Betsy Ross
made the first American flag in 1776 after
being asked to do so by Washington, the
primary sources backing up that assertion
are scarce. According to Leepson, it was
almost unheard of for individuals to fly
the American flag until the Civil War broke

out in 1861, at which time the “Stars
and Stripes” suddenly became a popular
symbol in the North. “This is the beginning
of what some people call the cult of the
flag, the almost religious feeling that many
Americans have for the red, white, and
blue,” Leepson reported. In 1870, the Betsy
Ross legend took off when her grandson
held a press conference touting her possible
role in sewing the first flag, and the earliest
flag protection laws appeared not long
thereafter. Meanwhile, in 1885, Bernard
Cigrand, a Wisconsin teacher, originated
the idea for a National Flag Day.

In 1912, President William Howard Taft
signed an executive order that, for the
first time, clarified the appearance of the
flag. Up until then, some flags were oddly
proportioned or even had six- or eight-
pointed stars. Four years later, President
Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation
that officially established a nationwide
observance of a National Flag Day on
June 14, 1916, the anniversary of the Flag
Resolution of 1777. In 1949, President
Harry Truman signed legislation designating
June 14th of each year as National Flag Day.

Although National Flag Day is not a federal
holiday, the United States government
encourages its citizens to display “Old Glory”
outside of their homes and businesses.
Today, unfortunately, this tradition is not
widely observed. & —Heidi Hilbert
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Our Neighborhood Crime Watch Program
Block Captains—Responsibilites
and Recommended Activties

For those of you who are already
Block Captains or those of you who
may decide to volunteer to be a
Block Captain, the following article
includes many of the responsibilities

of a Block Captain. Importantly, these
responsibilities are not meant to be all-
inclusive, because many Block Captains
are creative in their approach.

Removing the opportunity for crime will
reduce the amount of crime. One half of
all home burglaries occur during the day
when alert neighbors could spot thieves
and call the police.

RESPONSIBILITES OF BLOCK CAPTAINS

3. Develop a neighborhood communi-
cation system designed to distribute
vital information to neighbors
about suspected criminal activity
and other concerns that develop
on your block(s). The method of
communication can be a periodic
newsletter, a telephone call-tree
system, and/or a one-page notice that
can be quickly distributed.

4. Arrange for your group to meet
socially at least twice each year to
exchange information and to renew
relationships, as well as to meet and
get acquainted with new neighbors.

People who reqularly

1. Periodically monitor the
membership of your
assigned block(s). Contact
new neighbors to get
them involved and/or to
obtain their support and
participation.

2. Update your list of
residents as needed.

communicate will care more

about one another and be

more willing to keep an eye

out for suspicious behaviors.

5. Encourage neighbors to
advise you concerning
criminal activity. Although
the responsibility for

Contact the Diamante

contacting the police lies

Property Owners
Association (DPOA),
specifically Heidi Hilbert
or Donna Fleharty (see
page 14 of this newsletter
for e-mail addresses), if
you have changes to your
roster of block residents.

REMEMBER

All citizens, both Block

Captains and residents,
who see a crime in progress
or notice suspicious activity
should observe the crime

or activity from a place

of safety and call 911
(emergency).

with the victim, the Block
Captain is encouraged
to keep a record of

break ins, vandalism,
graffiti, and/or any
activity that becomes

a concern for you and
your neighbors.

Continued on page 13



DPOA News( Events ¢ Page 13

Block Captains and Responsibilities and Recommended Activities—cont'd

Block Captains do not have any
law enforcement authority. They are
simply those who facilitate the unity of
the group, distribute information, and
coordinate activities.

The job of a Block Captain is important
and appreciated by the DPOA. However,
a Block Captain should never confront an
offender unless he or she is in immediate

danger. We do not want anyone to get
hurt or injured trying to apprehend an
offender or interfere with an incident.
Block Captains should only report the
activity to the police.

In closing, if you stop serving as a
Block Captain and/or if someone else
takes over your responsibilities, contact
Heidi Hilbert or Donna Fleharty. ¢

—Heidi Hilbert

Neighborhood Crime Watch Progam—Block Captains

Al Bowles

Granada Trace, all blocks
Granada Way, all blocks
Morro Lane, all blocks
Morro Place, all blocks

Granada Drive, all blocks;
Granada Lane, all blocks;
Granada Loop, all blocks;
Granada Place, all blocks;

Winford Bradford

Alcazaba Way, blocks 1-13

David Clark

Cruzado Lane, block 24, lots 1-11

Chris Gleason

Juego Way, blocks 1-13

Heidi Hilbert

Princesa Drive, all of block 12

Keith Hughes

Loyola Drive, block 3, lots 1-18

Manny Machuca

Vera Lane, block 20, lots 1-5

Sylvia and John Matthews

Loyola Circle, block 1, lots 1-14; all of block 5

Neil and Marilyn Phelan

Loyola Place, block 1, lots 1-15

Ted Schramm

Realeza Court, block 1, all of the Villas

Jess Stephens

Darro Way, block 15, lots 19-31

Suzanne Stofer

Princesa Place, all of blocks 12 and 13
Princesa Trace, all blocks

Phil Tyree Darro Way, block 15, lots 1-18
Bob Walker Poema Way, all of block 21

Mike Walters Loyola Way, Block 3, Lots 20-29
Doug Zook Estado Circle, block 22, lots 1-16

Block captains needed for:

(1) Alcazaba Way, block 14, lots 1-13
(2) Alhaja Lane, block 17, lots 1-11
(3) Alhaja Way, block 16, lots 1-14
(4) Alhaja Way, all of block 18

(5) Redondo Lane, all blocks

(6) Redondo Way, all blocks
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Donna Fleharty
President
fleharty4581@att.net

Heidi Hilbert
Vice President
Neighborhood Crime Watch
Annual DPOA Picnic
hhilbert@eicc.edu

Paul Reinsch
Secretary
paulreinsch5 1@gmail.com

Nancy Webb

Treasurer
nancyhsv@yahoo.com

Neil Phelan, Jr.
Maintenance
phelanneil@sbcglobal.net

Dr. Phil Tyree

Exterior Lights
Christmas Decor
k_tyree@yahoo.com

Dana Peick
DPOA Newsletter
peickgc@gmail.com

Doug Zook
Flags and U.S. Military
doug.zook@sbcglobal.net

Janice Tarver
Welcome Baskets
jtarver2@live.com

Chris Gleason
DMC Liaison
2retired.4.fun@gmail.com

Did you know that 100-degree temperatures don'’t last forever
at Diamante? It may not seem that way after experiencing the
past 2 weeks! To cool things off a bit, let’s take a look back at
the February 2009 Diamante Club News. Happy reading!

1 The Diamante Tennis Association celebrated Christmas with a
party and a sing-along performance. Those attending included
Jim and Mickey Bearden, Harold and Kathy Richie, Tom and
Cindy Leffler, Bill and Carolyn Leffler, Toni Wallace, Jeanie
Brandeberry, Jim and Beverlee Redding, Jim and Leslie Pfeiffer,
Jim and Sue Baltz, Larry Averett, and Joe and Mary Jane
Stafford. Martha Smither accompanied the singing on the piano.

2 The winners of the January 2009 Couples Bridge Night were
Pete and Margaret Johnson, first place; Bill and Kay Butterworth,
second place; and Ron and Barb Kohler, third place.

3 The Diamante Women’s Golf Association’s 18-Hole League
celebrated their 2008 Christmas luncheon by giving. They
collected 50 gifts for the Mountain Pine School District’s
preschoolers and $537.00 to purchase toys for the North
Garland County Head Start program.

/4 The following DWGA-18 members received recognition: Faith
Heinrichs, the Highest Participation Award; Nancy Webb, the
Claudia Keune Positive Attitude Award; and President Sissy
Toney, the Most Improved Player Award for reducing her
handicap by 40%. In 2008, Sissy won the Diamante Ladies
Club Championship, the DWGA-18 Championship, and the
DWGA-18 Member/Guest Championship with her partner.

5 The Diamante Advisory Board welcomed six new members:
BJ Conner, Charlie Johnson, Roy Lang, Gerry Vaden, Rich
Van Leeuwen, and Dan Webb.

6 The Diamante Guys & Dolls Golf Association announced their
2009 schedule: (a) seventeen Friday 9-hole scrambles,
(b) four Sunday 18-hole events, (c) the Spring Fling, (d) the
Grand Finale; and (e) the Fall Outing trip. Incoming Guys &
Dolls officers were President and Vice President, Joe and Mary
Jane Stafford; Secretary and Treasurer, Roy and Lorrie Lang;
and Social Chairs, Dan and Nancy Webb.

7 Tom Dillenger scored a hole-in-one
on hole #16 at 157 yards, using a
7 iron, while Joe Stafford eagled
hole #10. ¢ —Jeanne Godbold



